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Pastor Stephen Bryant

What I See Is Not All That Is Real
The Blessing & The Reward · Part Two

TEXT 2 Corinthians 4:4, 18

ASK When your eyes report no hope, will you let what you can see become the whole story?

Your senses are wonderful servants but terrible lords. They report what is

temporary; they were never built to show you everything that is real. What I see

is real — but it is not all that is real, because what is seen is temporary and what

is unseen is eternal.

SEP



1 Seeing, They Do Not See

Scripture describes a blindness that can settle over the human mind. The word Paul

uses in 2 Corinthians 4:4 doesn't mean a lack of information — it means a perception

so obscured that the glory of Christ can be standing right in front of you and you never

recognize it. You can hear the gospel, know the name of Jesus, learn all the

terminology, and still not see. Many of us lived there. We went to church, heard the

preaching, watched people worship, had a mother or a grandmother pray for us — and

we heard them but we didn't hear them, we saw it but we didn't see it. The whole time

we were certain, confident, and wrong. Proverbs warns of a road that seems right the

entire way and still ends in death. We didn't need a better map. We needed our eyes

opened.

2 Corinthians

4:4

The god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers, to keep

them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is

the image of God.

Matthew 13:13
Seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they

understand.

Proverbs 14:12
There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to

death.

REMEMBER

You can look directly at the truth and still not see it — that isn't ignorance, it's

blindness.

https://www.esv.org/2+Corinthians+4:4/
https://www.esv.org/Matthew+13:13/
https://www.esv.org/Proverbs+14:12/


2 Then the Master Came

Then one day the Spirit of God opened your eyes. Nobody changed Jesus that day —

He had always been Jesus. Nobody changed the gospel — it had always been true.

You simply finally saw the reality that had been there all along. What sounded foolish

started making sense; what seemed distant became personal; what seemed irrelevant

became everything. Blindness turned into sight, death into life, darkness into light, lost

became found. And here is what you cannot miss: He did not open your eyes so you

could see less — He opened them so you could see more. More than the problem,

more than the pain, more than the paycheck, more than the diagnosis, more than the

grave. So don't spend the rest of your Christian life interpreting everything through the

same natural eyes He just healed.

2 Corinthians

4:6

For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our

hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face

of Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians

15:54–55

Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O

death, where is your sting?

REMEMBER

He opened your eyes so you could see more — don't go back to living as if

only the visible is real.

https://www.esv.org/2+Corinthians+4:6/
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+15:54-55/


3 Wonderful Servants, Terrible Lords

God gave you five senses and they are astonishing gifts. A few notes of an old song

and you are seventeen again; one smell and you are back in Grandma's kitchen; you

pick up your father's worn Bible and you are holding history. Sight, sound, smell, taste,

touch — they let you experience the world He made, and they can reach decades into

your heart. But watch what happens. Because you have lived through your senses

since birth, you quietly build a rule: I see it, therefore it's real. So far, fine. Then we take

a leap God never told us to take — if I cannot see it, hear it, taste it, or touch it, then it

must not be real. And that is simply not true. Your senses are wonderful servants. They

are terrible lords.

Colossians 3:2
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on

earth.

Romans 12:2
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal

of your mind.

REMEMBER

Your senses are wonderful servants and terrible lords — let them report

reality, not define it.

https://www.esv.org/Colossians+3:2/
https://www.esv.org/Romans+12:2/


4 You Already Trust What You Cannot See

“Pastor, I just don't believe anything I can't see.” Really? You don't actually live that

way — nobody does. You can't see gravity, but you trusted it the moment you got out

of bed. You can't see oxygen, yet you've depended on it every few seconds since the

sermon began. You can't see the wind, only what it does. You can't put love on a table,

or weigh justice, or hand me the number seven — and no one calls those things unreal.

Your entire life rests on realities you cannot see. So why, the moment the conversation

turns spiritual, do we suddenly change the rules and say, “I can't see God, therefore

there is no God”? You don't apply that standard anywhere else in your life.

2 Corinthians

5:7

For we walk by faith, not by sight.

John 20:29 Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.

REMEMBER

You already stake your life on things you cannot see — faith isn't a new rule,
it's the same one applied to God.

https://www.esv.org/2+Corinthians+5:7/
https://www.esv.org/John+20:29/


5 You Were Created for More

Jesus told Nicodemus, “You must be born again,” and Nicodemus could only think

naturally — how can a man be born when he is old? So Jesus pointed to the wind: you

can't see where it comes from or where it goes, but you hear it and feel it — so it is

with everyone born of the Spirit. God did not create you as merely a body walking a

physical planet for eighty or ninety years. Scripture says you are spirit, soul, and body.

You were made for God, made to know Him, made for realities your five senses cannot

presently contain. That's why Jesus never said, “Become more religious,” or “Get a

better philosophy.” He said you must be born again — something has to come alive.

And when you gave your life to Him, something happened that no eye could watch and

no hand could touch, but it was real: you were born of the Spirit.

John 3:6–8

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the

Spirit is spirit. The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound,

but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with

everyone who is born of the Spirit.

1

Thessalonians

5:23

May your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

REMEMBER

You were created for more than your five senses can report — born of the

Spirit, made for God and for eternity.

https://www.esv.org/John+3:6-8/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+5:23/


6 What I See Is Not All That Is Real

Walking by faith has never meant pretending. If you're sick, faith doesn't say you're not

sick; if you're hurting, faith doesn't say it doesn't hurt. Faith is not make-believe. Faith

says: what I see is real — but it is not all that is real. My eyes can accurately report a

problem; they simply cannot report the whole story. Your eyes can show you a grave,

but they cannot show you the resurrection. Your ears can hear “they're gone,” but they

cannot yet hear the resurrection trumpet. So Paul says we fix our eyes not on what is

seen but on what is unseen — because what is seen is temporary and what is unseen

is eternal. We don't deny death; we declare resurrection. We don't deny the pain; we

declare it is temporary. The problem is real, the diagnosis is real, the pressure is real —

but none of it is all that is real.

2 Corinthians

4:18

We look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are

unseen; for the things that are seen are transient, but the things that

are unseen are eternal.

John 11:25
I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he

die, yet shall he live.

REMEMBER

What I see is real, but it is not all that is real — the seen is temporary, the

unseen is eternal.

https://www.esv.org/2+Corinthians+4:18/
https://www.esv.org/John+11:25/


The Response

Lord, open our eyes. Not to make the natural world disappear — but to help us see it

correctly: our job, our money, our pain, our blessing, this body, this life. Don't let the

temporary blind us to the eternal.

SEE IT CORRECTLY — ask God to open your eyes to what's really there, not just

what your senses report.

PUT YOUR SENSES BACK IN THEIR PLACE — good servants, never your lord.

TRUST THE UNSEEN — you already do it every day; now do it with God.

WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT — don't deny what's happening; refuse to

believe it's the whole story.

WHEN YOUR EYES SAY THERE'S NO HOPE — remember what you see is

temporary, and what God has prepared is eternal.

Last week we used a rope to measure this short life against eternity — and

the rope ran out while eternity kept going. Next time we'll take something

ordinary, something you can hold in your hand, and try one more time to

picture the forever we were made for.

Until then, when your eyes tell you there's no hope and your circumstances

tell you God isn't working, remember: what I see is real, but it is not all that

is real. What I see is temporary. What God has prepared is eternal. In Jesus'

name, Amen.


